VI. COUNTRY LIFE

et every man who has a sufficiency for the enjoy-
lent of life thank heaven most fervently that he
lives in this country and age/ wrote William Howett, as
he described English country life. For those who had not
only a sufficiency but a superfluity it must have been
remarkably pleasant. The great English country houses
were still the admiration and the envy of foreign visi-
tors. 'Even the least of lords in the bottom of his heart
thinks himself a greater man than the King of France/
wrote that assiduous sightseer. Prince Piickler Miiskau,
after a tour of the great estates at the end of the 1820's,
and he points out that many a reigning German sovereign
is worse lodged than an English aristocrat.

An American visitor, N. P. Willis the journalist, has
given an account of his stay with the Duke of Richmond
at Gordon Castle, which, says Howett, is 'a perfect
example of all such scenes', though Mr. Willis is per-
haps a little ashamed that life in a castle is so undemo-
cratic and yet so delightful.
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